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Gillette man sentenced to 10-18
years in prison for aggravated
vehicular homicide
Matthew Coleman was ‘corner hopping’ in June 2020 when truck rolled and 14 year-old boy died

By JONATHAN GALLARDO News Record Writer jgallardo@gillettenewsrecord.net

Dec 24, 2021

Matthew Coleman

A Gillette man whose driving resulted in the death of a teenage boy in
2020 will serve 10 to 18 years in prison.

In September, a jury found Matthew Coleman guilty of aggravated
homicide by reckless driving and driving under the in�uence of alcohol
in the death of 14-year-old Daniel Ahlers.

District Judge Stuart S. Healy III sentenced Coleman Monday morning.

The night of June 6, 2020, Coleman had taken �ve kids for a “joy ride” in
his 2011 Dodge Ram 2500 when it �ipped over near the corner of Burma
Avenue and Metz Drive, killing Ahlers.
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Coleman was “corner hopping” in his truck that night, and he’d been
drinking earlier.

At his sentencing, Coleman said that night is “forever scarred in his
mind,” and he’s “deeply sorry for causing this turmoil.”

Chief Deputy County Attorney Nathan Henkes recommended a sentence
of 12 to 18 years in prison.

“This was not an accident,” Henkes said, adding that Coleman made “an
intentional decision” that night to drive drunk and recklessly.

He said Coleman put Daniel’s family through additional trauma by taking
the case to trial.

Coleman’s attorney, Steven Titus, asked Healy for a sentence of 60 to 180
months in prison. Titus said Coleman “had no choice but to go to trial.”

Coleman exercised his constitutional right to have a jury trial, Healy said,
and that cannot be held against him.

Coleman said that he did it as “a last-ditch e�ort to save my family,” and
now he regrets taking the case to trial.

Titus reasoned that Coleman has accepted responsibility for his actions,
and that his family needs him back as soon as possible.

Titus said Coleman has “lost everything over this,” and that he has a
lifetime of “mental incarceration” ahead of him.”

“Everyone has probably drank and drove when they shouldn’t have,”
Titus said. “This could literally happen to anyone.”

It’s one thing to have too many drinks at a restaurant and drive home,
Healy said. It’s an entirely di�erent thing to be at home at twice the legal
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limit and go “gallivanting around” town with children in the truck.

“There is no sentence that will make Daniel’s family feel better,” Healy
said.

In addition to the prison sentence, Healy ordered Coleman to pay more
than $11,000 in restitution, including $7,000 to the Division of Victim
Services and $3,750 to Daniel’s family. In addition, he must pay a $2,000
�ne.

The maximum punishment in Wyoming for aggravated vehicular
homicide is 20 years in prison and a $10,000 �ne.

Both families were in the courtroom Monday, and they were both very
emotional.

Daniel’s mom, Elizabeth Ahlers, said her son used to hide around the
corners and scare her. Now, even though he’s been gone for a year and a
half, she still sometimes anticipates him jumping out of the corner. He
never does.

“I miss the small moments,” she said. “I miss his voice, his smile, his tears
and laughter.”

There is an emptiness in her life now, and “it is an emptiness I wouldn’t
wish on anyone,” she said.

Elizabeth said she hoped one day she would be able to forgive Coleman,
but Monday morning, she was not ready to do so.

“No amount of time behind bars will make up for that,” she said.
“(Coleman) will have a second chance at life. Daniel never will.”

Daniel’s father, Ben Ahlers Sr., said he can’t listen to his favorite music or
watch his favorite movies without thinking of Daniel. He added that he
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feels like he failed his son in some way.

Ben said a father is supposed to be there to protect his children, and “I
wasn’t there to protect my son from Matthew Coleman” that night.

“I understand I may never be forgiven,” Coleman said.

He said he is the cause of the pain to both Daniels’ family and his own
family, and he asked the Ahlers family to not hate his children or the rest
of his family for his actions.

Coleman’s family was there to show their support. His daughter, Sage,
said her father was “a guiding star who taught us the right thing to do,”
and that he was the best dad “a son and daughter could ask for.”

“It’s going to be really hard on all of us,” she said. “We need him in our
life.”

Letters and statements from Coleman portrayed him as a family man, a
supportive and loving father and husband.

Coleman’s wife of 17 years, Shannon, said her husband is not a bad
person, and that he never would’ve done this intentionally. She added
that her children “will pay the price for this accident.”

And Coleman’s mother, Renee Coleman, said he was the family’s rock,
and without him, “they’re slowly falling apart.”

She’s noticed a di�erence in her son since the crash.

“I don’t see that smile anymore,” she said. “(There’s) a deep sadness in his
eyes. I lost the son I knew.”

She added that her grandkids have “so much guilt” over this.
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Jonathan Gallardo

Healy told Coleman’s children that this was not their fault. Although they
were the ones who wanted to go for a ride that night, Coleman, as the
adult, was supposed to make the right decision and say no.

The crash

Daniel’s brother Ben Ahlers Jr. and their friend, Rodney Vandom Jr. were
hanging out at Coleman’s house with Colton and Sage. After hanging out
for a few hours, they all got into Coleman’s truck to go for a ride.

Ben and Vandom both testi�ed during the trial that Coleman �rst
“corner-hopped” in the area of Thunder Basin High School.

Then another instance of corner-hopping happened again while
traveling north on Burma Avenue, Ben said, and that time it was faster.
The turn scared him, he said. He remembers hearing the tires squeal, and
then “everything turned into a blur.”

After getting out of the truck, Ben remembered seeing Daniel’s body, and
noticing that the left side of his face “was not recognizable.” Daniel’s face
and head were crushed. An EMT pronounced him dead at the scene.

Jodie Imell, an accident reconstructionist and the defense’s expert
witness, estimated that the truck was traveling north on Burma at about
40 mph, and that it was traveling at 35 mph during the turn onto Metz
Drive. The normal speed for a turn like that is between 18 and 20 mph,
she testi�ed.

If the turn had been taken 1 mph slower, it would’ve remained on the
roadway, she said, and may not have rolled over.
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