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21-year-old man from Cheyenne was among the 31 members of white

nationalist group Patriot Front arrested in Idaho on Saturday ahead of a

Pride event.

Dylan Carter Corio was booked into jail Saturday in Kootenai County on a charge

of criminal conspiracy. His bond, according to the local sheriff’s office, was set at

$300.

A former Wyoming state employee, James Michael Johnson, was also arrested

with the group Saturday, according to Cowboy State Daily.

An arrest log shows Johnson, 40, now lives in Sioux City, South Dakota. He also

faces a criminal conspiracy charge and was detained on a $300 bond.

According to the Coeur d’Alene Press, all 31 members booked into the jail had

bonded out by Sunday evening.

Cheney instructing Democrats how to vote for her in GOP primary

Gordon appeals massive federal land acquisition near Casper

State lawmakers pressure Wyoming's senators to vote against gun
legislation

Fuel runs out at some Casper gas stations

Johnson worked at the Wyoming Department of Audit from 2019 through the end

of 2020 as a senior auditor, a human resources representative with the department

confirmed Monday.

He also ran for a seat on Cheyenne City Council in 2020, on a platform that

focused on ending COVID-19 restrictions and cracking down on improper

government spending.
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Sara Burlingame, executive director of Wyoming Equality, said the group had to

block Johnson from its social media pages because he was harassing people “so

relentlessly.” In comments, Johnson would argue that promoters of LGBTQ+

equality were pedophiles who groomed children, Burlingame said.

Coeur d’Alene police stopped a U-Haul truck carrying the 31 people ahead of a

Pride in the Park event, after receiving a tip from someone who saw them loading

into the truck in a hotel parking lot like a “little army,” the Associated Press

reported.

Police said after the arrest that they found smoke grenades, shin guards and

shields in the truck. They believe the group intended to riot at the Pride event.

Among those arrested was apparent group leader Thomas Ryan Rousseau, a

23-year-old credited with starting the Patriot Front in the aftermath of the 2017

“Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville.

Patriot Front members are set to make their initial court appearances in Coeur

d’Alene on Monday.

‘Not shocked’
White supremacy is alive and well in Wyoming, activists in the state said, although

there have not been any visible clashes because of it in recent memory.

“I’m not shocked at this point,” Rep. Karlee Provenza, D-Laramie. “Wyoming

doesn’t have a strong enough culture of rejecting these ideas.”

While white supremacists aren’t uncommon in the state, many won’t speak openly

about their ideas until they’re challenged, said Jimmy Simmons, former president

of the Casper NAACP and a member of the Pikes Peak Southern Christian

Leadership Conference.

Simmons, a Black man who has lived in Wyoming for 51 years, said he wasn’t
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surprised at the news of two men with ties to the state being associated with the

Patriot Front. He’s felt unsafe here, he said, and has long worked alongside queer

people on civil rights matters.

“It’s the last stronghold for the white man,” Simmons said of the Mountain West,

where most of the 31 Patriot Front members hail according to jail logs.

Wyoming has very few people of color — around 1.3% of its population is Black,

according to the last census — which Provenza said makes it easier to stereotype

and hold unfounded prejudices against minorities. Without positive interactions

with neighbors who don’t look like you, she said, your preconceptions may never

be challenged.

Simmons said that if change is going to happen to make white supremacy less

prevalent in Wyoming, it has to come from the top. That means those in power,

including the governor, local mayors and courts, need to take action to discourage

white nationalism and prosecute those who act on it.
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“They’re terrorists,” Simmons said. “You have to treat them like terrorists.”

Albany County Sheriff Aaron Appelhans, the first Black person to hold that post in

the state, said he believes law enforcement can discourage racist crime by

educating people on misinformation, being present on the streets and acting on

any tips warning of action by white supremacist groups.

Dr. Frederick Douglass Dixon, director of the University of Wyoming’s Black

Studies Center, said he thinks that what happened over the weekend in Coeur

d’Alene “could absolutely” happen in Wyoming.

“I don’t think there’s any part of the country that’s immune,” he said.

Activists said Wyoming has a long history of white supremacy. Simmons cited

policies for workers in the early 1900s that encouraged Black people to leave as

soon as they finished a job. Talking to Black people in the state today, he said, he

still hears them say they’re ready to leave Wyoming as soon as their time is up in

the oil field or fabrication shop.

“People say (white supremacy) is not in our DNA,” Simmons said, “but it sure as

hell is.”

Rising white supremacy
Provenza said that while racism seemed to be quieter in Wyoming last decade, she

believes national politics seeping into the state plus a proliferation of white

nationalist content online has brought it to the fore in recent years.

The representative, as well as Burlingame, both also attributed that recent shift to

state Republican leadership. When Johnson, one of the Patriot Front members,

Authorities arrest members of the white supremacist group Patriot Front near an Idaho pride event
Saturday after they were found packed into the back of a U-Haul truck with riot gear.

Georji Brown, AP
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ran for city council in Cheyenne in 2020, Burlingame recalls he had the support of

the state GOP behind him.

“People who had these really violent and anti-government, anti-democracy ideas,

they’ve gotten kind of mainstreamed and normalized under the current state

GOP,” she said Monday. “There’s nothing normal about it.”

Groups like the Patriot Front tend to target isolated white men, a group in

abundance in rural states like Wyoming, Appelhans said.

“We’re rural, so we’re always going to have fringe groups and fringe ideologies

located within the county,” he said. “We don’t always see it but we know they’re

still there. How active they are depends on the county and the situation.”

Dixon said rising white supremacist sentiment is likely connected to rising calls for

racial justice and backlash against police brutality. On a deeper level, he said, it’s

connected to behaviors and values learned from birth that place white history,

looks and traditions above all else “without scientific credence.”

“This group of younger white men feel as if the country is becoming multicultural,

and they have a response to that perception,” Dixon said. “It has been very violent

and systemic... to see the LGBTQ population become targeted, I don’t think that’s

surprising.”

Appelhans said his office hasn’t had to intervene in any white supremacist group

plans during his tenure, and hopes they never will.

“I refuse to give up hope that maybe some of these people can’t change,” he said.

“Hate for any one group, especially because of the way they look or act, they way

they live and who they choose to live with, it’s just unacceptable.”
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By Ellen Gerst

City and crime reporter
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