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Rep. Clem taking heat for social
media post
House rep says he was surprised to see how much discussion his post generated

By PATRICK FILBIN News Record Writer pfilbin@gillettenewsrecord.net

Aug 7, 2018
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A screenshot of Rep. Scott Clem's social media post

State Rep. Scott Clem, R-Campbell County, has been criticized over the
past few days after he made — and later deleted — a controversial social
media post.

The post, which was reposted several times to multiple Facebook pages,
compared two Gillette mayoral candidates, Jarik Dudley and incumbent
Mayor Louise Carter-King.

Clem posted a photo of one of Dudley’s campaign signs, which says he
supports local businesses, police o�cers, �re�ghters, coal miners,
volunteers and veterans.

Next to it, he shared a post from Carter-King that reads “Louise Carter-
King supports diversity” with a photo of a young man holding a rainbow
pride �ag.

At the top of Clem’s post he wrote, “Which one will you choose?”

The post was made to Clem’s personal Facebook page as well as a couple

Rep. Clem taking heat for social media post | Local News | gillettenewsr... https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/local/article_cbbfdbcf-6104-5...

2 of 5 5/31/2022, 11:44 AM



of other local “Rants and Raves” pages Thursday night.

Tanya Leland Krummreich, a co-founder of Gillette Against Hate, saw it
before going to bed and was shocked at what she saw.

“I thought Mr. Clem showed an incredible lack of judgment on several
levels,” she said. “As an elected o�cial, as an adult and for someone who
is entrusted with being around and taking care of vulnerable youth who
very well could be LGBTQ, to use such homophobic rhetoric was really
unfortunate.”

Clem is a coordinator with the YES House. The Wyoming legislator said
the intention of the post was to compare each candidate’s agendas.

“To me, I saw it as Jarik was supporting veterans, coal miners and that
was more of his agenda,” Clem said. “Whereas I saw Louise running on
more of a diversity, more of a socially progressive agenda.”

Clem said he made the posts around 10 p.m. and deleted them the next
morning around 6 because the comments sections of the posts “turned
into a gay debate” where people were attacking other people with
“traditional beliefs and progressive beliefs,” Clem said.

“That wasn’t the reason I sent it out,” he said. “I didn’t think it would turn
into more of a sexual debate. I was trying to ask what agenda do you
support? This agenda or a more progressive agenda?”

Then, Clem said, the public debate devolved into an unhealthy one on
sexual orientation.

Claire Carter, the mayor’s sister and a journalism teacher at Campbell
County High School, said she was appalled at Clem’s post.

“(It’s) sad to see that one of our state representatives and employee of the
YES House would use this as a political statement,” Carter said. “He is
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supposed to protect our youth, not slam them.”

Carter-King was asked to comment on the posts Monday night but
declined.

With the photos side-by-side, Krummreich said it looked like Clem was
suggesting that a candidate can’t support both LGBTQ rights along with
�re�ghters and coal miners.

“It looked like he was asking people to choose between the two,” she said.

Clem said that the side-by-side photos was a way to share “what kind of
agenda our candidates are posting.”

Clem is running unopposed for the Wyoming House of Representatives
in District 31. He has served four years in the House.

In 2015, Clem was one of several Wyoming lawmakers that opposed a bill
that would have added “sexual orientation or gender identity” to state
laws that protect people at work and in other aspects of life based on their
race, age, creed and other classes.

According to his website, Clem opposes “adding LGBT residents to the
list of groups covered by non-discrimination laws” and opposed
Wyoming changing its own state laws legalizing same-sex marriage.

“By and large our state believes marriage is between one man and one
woman, and I think the statutes should re�ect that despite the Supreme
Court ruling,” his website reads.

In 2018, he was appointed to the House Labor, Health & Social Services
Committee; the Travel, Recreation, Wildlife & Cultural Resources
Committee; the Opioid Addiction Task Force; and served on the
Department of Family Services Advisory Council.
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This story has been edited to clarify Clem's position at the YES House. 
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