
https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/article_d0f2f138-1b3c-575a-ad84-538abda4a042.html

Deal reached in Scott lawsuit
Feb 28, 2010

By TONY RAAP, News-Record Writer traap@gillettenewsrecord.net

A group of young men who were molested by a former Campbell County
�re chief has reached a settlement with the Fire Department's insurance
carriers.

An agreement was struck Friday night after more than a year of
negotiations. As part of the settlement, the victims agreed not to divulge
how much money the case settled for.
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In November, a $150 million lawsuit was �led in federal court. Since
then, another victim joined the suit. In all, there were 16 plainti�s.

The young men were sexually abused by Gary Scott, a former �re chief
who is serving a 24-year prison sentence after pleading guilty to federal
molestation charges. Scott, 55, has pleaded no contest to similar charges
in state court. A sentencing date in that case has not yet been set.

Gillette attorney Jeremy Michaels has said his clients were psychologically
scarred and had to seek counseling for the abuse.

"The resolution is in everybody's best interest. ... It's the right thing to
have happened," Michaels said.

Seattle attorney Michael Patterson said the Fire Department was pleased
with the outcome.

Most of Scott's victims were cadets in the department's junior �re�ghting
program, started by Scott after he took over as �re chief in 1991. At least
two of the plainti�s were molested after being sentenced to perform
community service at the Fire Department. The sexual abuse began in
1992 and continued until Scott's arrest in 2007.

During that period, the Fire Department had several insurance carriers.
The settlement will be paid by American Alternative Insurance Corp.,
Hartford Insurance and North American Co.

Both sides negotiated for more than a year before the lawsuit was �led.
The victims' attorneys had asked that their clients' names remain
con�dential.

But federal Judge Alan Johnson ruled the names must be made public
because most of the plainti�s are now adults. However, the names of two
minors remained sealed. The News-Record does not identify victims of
sexual abuse.
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Joe Hallock, a Gillette attorney who serves as the Fire Department's legal
counsel, referred all questions to Patterson. Dan Fleck, a Jackson attorney
who worked as Michaels' co-counsel, could not be reached Saturday.
Campbell County Fire Chief Don Huber had no comment.
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