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FEATURED

Dual-language program will send
students to Twin Spruce Junior
High
By CARY LITTLEJOHN NEWS RECORD WRITER clittlejohn@gillettenewsrecord.net

Feb 10, 2021

Devin Richter, a first grade teacher at Rawhide Elementary School, works with question words while reading a book

during story time in her dual-language classroom Jan. 15.

News Record Photo/Mike Moore
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Campbell County School District’s Dual-Language Immersion program,
housed at Stocktrail and Rawhide elementary schools, will send its initial
group of students to Twin Spruce Junior High School when the time
comes, the principals of both schools informed the Board of Trustees last
night.

Kirby Eisenhauer, deputy superintendent for the district, con�rmed that
administration was involved in the decision.

In response to a question from Chairwoman Anne Ochs about whether
the plan would have the program at one or two junior high schools,
Eisenhauer said that the funneling of DLI students to a single junior high,
and then high school afterward, could lead to an “imbalance at the high
schools” and the district may have to consider other options.

“But initially, those �rst ‘pioneer students’ we will call them, the plan is,
their course is to Twin Spruce,” Eisenhauer said.

DLI schools teach students half of the day in Spanish and half of the day
in English. The Spanish portion of their days are not simply a protracted
language class, but instead stress substantive learning in subjects like
math and science in a second language.

Bertine Bahige, principal of Rawhide, and Keri Shannon, principal at
Stocktrail, updated the board on the progress of the program, now in its
�fth year.

On Jan. 18, the DLI program conducted its lottery process to select next
school year's incoming kindergartners. Parents of 128 students
participated in the lottery, and the wait list now sits at 34 students. The
program takes 50 students at each school, but there also is a provision for
younger siblings of students already in the program. 

Bahige updated the board on the current numbers of students in the
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program, of which the oldest classes are down from their initial count of
50.

"We are currently at 34 students in that �rst class, who are �fth graders,"
Bahige said. "So we've seen some shrinkage, but many of those families
have moved out of state. Many of them actually were able to �nd schools
out there that o�ered immersion programs."

Because the program begins with kindergarten students (those oldest
students who Bahige referred to as the "�rst class" began as �rst graders),
the schools have been planning what it would look like for them once
they're out of elementary school.

The decision on where the students would attend was only part of the
consideration. The principals detailed their planning e�orts to continue
the Spanish language element of the students’ education after elementary
school.

The students would take a social studies course and Spanish 3, an upper
division high school class, in their seventh grade year. They would take
another social studies course and Spanish 4 in their eighth grade year.
The Spanish courses for the middle schoolers would be "concurrent
enrollment" classes, which means they would be college-level courses for
credit taught by a "CCSD-quali�ed teacher through Gillette College,"
Bahige said.

Those teachers would have to have at least a master's degree and at least
18 advanced- or master's-level college credit hours in Spanish.

In high school, the plan would be for the students to take an AP Spanish
course their freshman year. After that, the district hopes to �nalize an
arrangement with the University of Wyoming to allow students to take
dual-enrollment Spanish classes. A student would theoretically be able to
�nish four years of high school with up to 20 college credit hours in
Spanish, just four credits shy of a minor in the language.
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Trustee Ken Clouston asked the principals if those dual-enrollment hours
would cost students extra money, and Shannon said they hadn’t gotten
that far yet in talks with UW.

Another topic of discussion was a seal of biliteracy, a recognition that can
be given by states to con�rm that students have achieved a level of
pro�ciency in a second language. It would be included on a student’s
diploma or transcript, and future employers could feel con�dent in the
student’s bilingualism. Forty states o�er a seal of biliteracy and another
four are in the process of approving it. That would leave six states in the
nation that do not o�er the seal, and Wyoming is one of them.

Teton and Natrona counties, which also o�er DLI programs, are
pursuing a school district-level seal of biliteracy, and Shannon said that
option is being considered for the district as well. But the hope is for the
state to o�er its own seal of biliteracy.

By the numbers

The Dual-Language Immersion program is now in its fifth year. The program started with 50

kindergartners and 50 first graders at Stocktrail in 2016. Because interest in the program was so high,

Rawhide was added as a second location, admitting 25 students in kindergarten for two years. Now,

both programs take 50 students each year through a lottery system. The current count of students in

each grade is:

Fifth grade: 34 students (Stocktrail)

Fourth grade: 36 students (Stocktrail)

Third grade: 42 students (Stocktrail) and 21 students (Rawhide)

Second grade: 38 students (Stocktrail) and 20 students (Rawhide)

First grade: 49 students (Stocktrail) and 39 students (Rawhide)

Kindergarten: 50 students (Stocktrail) and 48 students (Rawhide) 
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