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School o�cials launch survey on
dual language immersion
By KATHY BROWN News Record Senior Writer kbrown@gillettenewsrecord.net

Mar 23, 2015

Campbell County School District o�cials are asking residents to
comment on plans to start a dual language immersion program in fall
2016.

To start the e�ort, Deputy Superintendent Alex Ayers is launching a
survey that will be open through March 31 to gauge local interest in such
a program.

Along with the survey, the district is providing information about what
dual language immersion is and what it’s planning if there is enough
interest in the community.

The program will be similar to that o�ered throughout Utah, with 50
percent of each day spent in classes using the target language. Those
classes include math, social studies, science, physical education, art, music
and health, along with target language literacy.

The other half of the day is spent in classes using the English language,
including language arts and math reinforcement, along with other
content areas.

Dual immersion programs have been shown to increase academic
achievements by students and improve their ability to learn overall. It
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also makes those students better prepared to compete in a global
community.

The immersion programs have become popular in Utah, and two schools
in Casper have already started o�ering the program there.

At this point, Campbell County is considering opening an immersion
program in Spanish and Chinese in kindergarten and �rst-grade in fall
2016, if there is enough interest. That could change, depending on the
interest shown and initial survey results.

The details

“We are not looking at displacing students in a current building,” Ayers
said.

The program likely will be housed at either the new Stocktrail
elementary school to be built and opened in fall 2016, or possibly at
Meadowlark Elementary, although that school would allow for just one
program — either Spanish or Chinese — but not both.

Meadowlark is a two-section school with two classrooms at each grade
level. That requires four classrooms at each grade level in order to o�er
both languages, Ayers said.

“We’ve met with sta� and the parent council there, and it’s an idea we’re
still pursuing,” he said.

The survey also includes a section of myths about an immersion program
and the facts.

After that, the survey questions responders about their interest, whether
they believe foreign language pro�ciency is important for future
graduates, and if they will have a child entering kindergarten or �rst
grade in fall 2016 or later years.
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The survey also asks responders to select the target language they want to
see taught in Campbell County, and then asks further questions of those
who have children they would like to see join the program, including
whether they would attend an informational meeting on the subject.

Those who don’t want to take the interest inventory survey but are
interested in the program can contact administrative assistant Jeaneen
Dryden at 307-682-5171. They will be asked to provide their name,
contact information and what language they’d be interested in being
taught, Ayers said.

Response to the survey or indications of interest aren’t a commitment at
this point, he said. Asking parents to commit to the program and a
possible lottery to select students may take place next year.

Looking for a principal

At the same time, the district has posted an opening to hire a principal
for the new Stocktrail school, which could become a dual language
immersion school, Ayers said. He has noted that he wants a new principal
in place a year before that school opens for students so the principal can
hire sta� and complete plans.

While that �rst year won’t be full time, the principal will receive a partial
contract or stipend, Ayers said.

That position will remain open through March 31 and Ayers plans to
begin interviews in April.

Otherwise, Ayers expects few additional costs at this point to start the
program.

“There might be some minor costs in terms of curriculum and there
could be costs associated with recruiting (teachers),” he said.
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First-year enrollment

He said the district is looking at an enrollment of 25 students in each class
of the dual language immersion program. That’s higher than the level the
district now tries to meet in kindergarten and �rst-grade programs of
about 20 students.

“The reason we will do that is to deal with attrition,” he said. “We’ll start
a bit high — 25 is the ballpark for now.”

While parents and students will be asked to make a commitment, things
happen in life and attrition is likely, he said. “So our target now is 50
students.”

There’s also a possibility of bringing in kids later on into the classes, but
only if those kids are �uent in the target language. That may be possible
in Spanish, for instance, but unlikely in Chinese. Or as Ayers put it,
“Chinese might be challenging.”

And while the immersion classes will be “fun and rigorous, they wouldn’t
replace English Language Learner (ELL) programs,” Ayers said.

The immersion programs aren’t aimed at gifted and talented students, he
added. Kids of all abilities can apply, including those in special programs.

He also said the district intends to provide transportation, so parents
won’t have to worry about whether they can a�ord it or the impact on
their work schedule.

The local program also may include one exception for siblings of students
selected through lottery.

“We haven’t made a decision on that,” Ayers said.

After the �rst year of the program, the immersion classes will advance up
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a level each year. Students who start in kindergarten or �rst-grade will
continue their immersion classes through sixth-grade, and other
kindergartners or �rst-graders are selected each year to start the
program.

After elementary school

The district also will have to be prepared for the �rst class of kids when
they reach seventh grade so they can continue their language programs at
the junior high and high school levels, he said.

Under the Utah model, for instance, students have the option of taking
AP exams in ninth-grade. Students in seventh- to ninth-grade take a
minimum of two courses taught entirely in their target language,
including social studies, world geography, health or humanities.

Upper division university courses are o�ered in grades 10-12 for students
who pass those AP exams, and students also will have the option to start
another language in grades 10-12.

Ayers said his only disappointment so far in the discussion about dual
language immersion programs is that legislation aimed at providing a
position in the Wyoming Department of Education to support DLI
programs in Wyoming failed to pass.

He said he hopes e�orts to establish that position or o�ce continue in the
next legislative session.

More Information

Dual Language Immersion Interest Inventory

To participate in the Campbell County School District’s Dual Language Immersion Interest Inventory, you

have two options:

S Go online: At the school district’s website, www.campbellcountyschools.net, click on the link listed on

the home page to take the survey about whether you support such a program and your interest or
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Kathy Brown

contact information.

S Call Jeaneen Dryden: If you don't want to take the survey, contact her at 682-5171 about your

interest in the program, what language you would like to see offered, and your contact information.

MORE INFORMATION

First dual-language immersion classes set

Parents asked for dual language commitment
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