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Stocktrail Elementary to be only
dual-language immersion school

next year
By CASSIA CATTERALL NEWS RECORD WRITER ccatterall@gillettenewsrecord.net

Apr 27, 2022

In a 6-1 vote on Tuesday evening, the Campbell County School Board
passed the district’s proposal to merge all K-6 DLI students into
Stocktrail Elementary School in the upcoming school year. Stocktrail
will transition to a pure language immersion school next year, as most
attendance area children would be transferred to Prairie Wind.

Linda Bricker was the only board member who opposed the vote.
She's been part of the Stocktrail neighborhood since 1968 and said that
the proposal was “the hardest decision” she’s had to make as part of the
board so far.
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Many of the board members cited �nancial aspects in their approval of
the proposal. The amount of money saved by transitioning all of the
students into one school would be about $759,000 in the �rst year of
transitioning and about $1.27 million by the third year, said Dennis
Holmes, associate superintendent of instructional support.

Also, since the neighborhood area students make up such a small
portion of the school, the money brought in for their teachers doesn’t
quite line up, said chairwoman Anne Ochs.

“In order to make our numbers in our schools work, we have to have a
certain number of students in a classroom in order to pay for a sta�
member,” she said.

With about 35 attendance area students being taught by �ve teachers
next year, that number would far outweigh most schools’ teacher to
student ratios.

Campbell County School Board member Joseph Lawrence speaks during a meeting Tuesday about the Dual Language Immersion
program at the Educational Services Building in Gillette. The board voted to move the popular program to Stocktrail Elementary
School.

News Record Photo/Ed Glazar

Stocktrail Elementary to be only dual-language immersion school next y... https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/local/article_e0f3eb33-019e...

2 of 6 8/6/2022, 8:52 AM



Most board members showed interest in looking into a proposal
o�ered by George Dunlap, who attended the meeting as a resident. He
proposed that every neighborhood student who wanted to be apart of
the DLI program should have priority in being accepted. Then, the
rest of the community would be able to �ll in the remaining spots.

The journey to this point

Kirby Eisenhauer, deputy superintendent of the school district, �rst
proposed the merging of students about two weeks ago. The board
allowed time for public comment at that meeting, in a special meeting
last Wednesday and again Tuesday before it made its decision.

Those who supported the idea agreed that with all of the DLI students
and teachers in one school, there would be an even larger immersive
experience and more support for students. They also noted the time
and money saved busing students to Stocktrail’s centralized location

George Dunlap addresses the Campbell County School Board during a public comment session Tuesday regarding the Dual Language
Immersion program at the Educational Services Building in Gillette. The board voted to move the popular program to Stocktrail
Elementary School.

News Record Photo/Ed Glazar
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rather than Rawhide, which is about seven miles outside of town.

Rawhide also would not have to create three more classrooms to keep
up with the amount of DLI students in the school and with a
decreased number of students, would not have to upgrade their
kitchen as otherwise required.

Those opposing the idea pointed out the loss of relationships between
the attendance area children who would be transferred over to Prairie
Wind. Some families also have students in the DLI program, as well as
the neighborhood section, so their children would be separated.

The transition wouldn’t be perfect but board member Joseph

Rawhide Elementary School Principle Bertine Bahige addresses the Campbell County School Board during a meeting Tuesday to discuss
the future of the Dual Language Immersion program at the Educational Services Building in Gillette. The board voted to move the
popular program to Stocktrail Elementary School.

News Record Photo/Ed Glazar
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Lawrence lent some advice.

“Children, incredibly, are resilient,” he said. “Adults, not so much. We
hate change. … The fact of the matter is what we’re looking at as a
board is the whole community.”

Lawrence appreciated parents stepping forward for their children but
also shared the opportunity for more growth.

“They’re (the children) going to �nd new connections, �nd new
playmates and they’re going to be around kids they’re already with," he
said. "They’re still going to have their neighborhood."

By the numbers

• Stocktrail has about 50 neighborhood students in grades 1-4 that
would be moved to Prairie Wind.

• Stocktrail has two DLI sections (about 50 students) per grade
level (K-6), equaling about 350 students total.

• Rawhide has about 225 DLI students, two sections of grades K-2
and one section of third and fourth graders.

• Rawhide will have about 100 attendance area students after the
end of this school year.

• After Stocktrail's �fth and sixth graders phase out, there would
be four DLI sections for all grades K-6.

Financials

• With the large number of DLI students at Rawhide, they would
have to create three additional classrooms at about $205,000
each, totaling $615,000.
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• Rawhide also would need a kitchen upgrade, which could cost
about $450,000 to $500,000.

• Because of Stocktrail's location, one bus route would be reduced
and three would have less miles, saving about $54,000 per year.
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